
 

Solemnity of Christ the King Lesson 

 
Lesson Goal:  This lesson’s goal is for the student to understand that one of the many 

titles that Jesus has is the title of king.  Additionally, the students will understand that 

the feast of Christ the King marks the end of the Church’s Liturgical Year and the 

following Sunday begins the new Church year with the first Sunday of Advent.  

 
Overview:  The Solemnity of Christ the King is a day that the Church celebrates to 

honor Jesus as our king.  It also marks the last Sunday of the Liturgical Year.  The 

following Sunday will begin a new Liturgical Year with the start of Advent.    

 

Pre-Video Discussion:  Have numerous hats on hand such as firefighter, police, baker, 

cowboy, hard hat, and a crown.  Ask the students who would be wearing each of the 

hats ending with the crown. Who wears a crown?  Can the students think of a king who 

did not wear a crown, who never wore fancy clothes, or who never lived in a beautiful 

palace?  This king also had no servants and no army to fight for him. The answer, of 

course, is Jesus.  Explain that one of Jesus’ many titles is His title as king.  Jesus was 

the long awaited king of the Jews.  However, Jesus’ kingdom would not be on earth as 

the Jews believed, but Jesus’ kingdom is in heaven where we all hope to be someday.  

There is a special day in the Church set aside to celebrate Jesus’ title as king - The 

Solemnity of Christ the King.     

 

 

Watch “Solemnity of Christ the King” on Catholic Brain 

 

 

Comprehension/ Discussion Questions:  

Note: These questions are asked after the video to check student comprehension and 

to begin deeper discussions on what was seen on the video.   

 

1)  When is the Solemnity of Christ the King celebrated?   

 

The Solemnity of Christ the King is celebrated on the last Sunday of the Church’s 

Liturgical Year.  The new Liturgical Year begins the following week on the first Sunday 

of Advent.   

Now is a good time to briefly discuss the Liturgical Year and its many seasons including: 

Advent, Christmas, Ordinary Time, Lent, the Paschal Triduum, Easter, and a second 

longer ordinary time, which would be currently ending! 

 



 

     2)   The Jews had been anticipating the coming of the “Messiah,” which means the 

anointed one.  In the Bible, when a person was anointed with oil it meant that they were 

set apart for a special role usually as a priest, prophet, or king.  Jesus was the Messiah, 

the anointed one, the long awaited king.  However, some of the Jews expected Jesus 

the Messiah to come into the world as the kind of king that they were familiar with - one 

who would conquer their enemies.  How did Jesus come into this world?  Was he born 

into a wealthy family and live in a grand palace?  When he was older, what kinds of 

people did Jesus surround himself with?  

 

Jesus came into this world as a little baby whose parents were poor and certainly didn’t 

live in any grand palace.  His father was a simple carpenter.  There was nothing special 

or kingly about Him.  When Jesus began his preaching to the people, He spent His time 

with simple fishermen, tax collectors, women, common people, leapers, beggars, the 

sicks, and sinners!   Because this was not what they were expecting, many people 

refused to accept Jesus as their king.    

 

      3) Eventually Jesus was mocked for his kingship.  Towards the end of His life, He 

was given a crown, but it was not a crown made of jewels and gold.  What kind of crown 

was it?    

 

It was a crown of thorns!  He received it before His crucifixion.  On the cross above His 

head was placed a sign by Pilate that read, “This is Jesus, King of the Jews.”  The 

criminal who was crucified beside Jesus acknowledged His kingship when he repented 

of his sins and said to Jesus, “Remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 

Jesus’ response to him was, “Today you will be with me in paradise.”  Jesus’ true 

kingdom. 

    

      4)  The Solemnity of Christ the King was instituted by which pope?  Why did he 

institute it?  

 

Solemnity of Christ the King was instituted by Pope Pius XI in 1925. It was instituted to 

combat the lack of respect for Jesus as King of all.  Even today many people and 

governments of the world forget that Jesus is the true king.  We need to remember that 

Jesus should be first and foremost the ruler of our lives and our hearts.   

 

Activity: 

Do the activity sheet “The Liturgical Calendar” and the coloring page “Christ the King” 

on Catholic Brain.         


